Diploma Programme
Programme du diplome

Programa del Diploma

© International Baccalaureate Organization 2026

All rights reserved. No part of this product may be reproduced in any form or by any
electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems,
without the prior written permission from the IB. Additionally, the license tied with this
product prohibits use of any selected files or extracts from this product. Use by third
parties, including but not limited to publishers, private teachers, tutoring or study services,
preparatory schools, vendors operating curriculum mapping services or teacher resource
digital platforms and app developers, whether fee-covered or not, is prohibited and is a
criminal offense.

More information on how to request written permission in the form of a license can be
obtained from https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/ib-publishing/licensing/applying-for-a-
license/.

© Organisation du Baccalauréat International 2026

Tous droits réservés. Aucune partie de ce produit ne peut étre reproduite sous quelque
forme ni par quelque moyen que ce soit, électronique ou mécanique, y compris des
systemes de stockage et de récupération d’informations, sans [l'autorisation écrite
préalable de I'IB. De plus, la licence associée a ce produit interdit toute utilisation de tout
fichier ou extrait sélectionné dans ce produit. L'utilisation par des tiers, y compris, sans
toutefois s’y limiter, des éditeurs, des professeurs particuliers, des services de tutorat ou
d’aide aux études, des établissements de préparation a I'enseignement supérieur, des
fournisseurs de services de planification des programmes d’études, des gestionnaires de
plateformes pédagogiques en ligne, et des développeurs d’applications, moyennant
paiement ou non, est interdite et constitue une infraction pénale.

Pour plus d’informations sur la procédure a suivre pour obtenir une autorisation écrite
sous la forme d’une licence, rendez-vous a I'adresse https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/
ib-publishing/licensing/applying-for-a-license/.

© Organizacion del Bachillerato Internacional, 2026

Todos los derechos reservados. No se podra reproducir ninguna parte de este producto
de ninguna forma ni por ningin medio electrénico o mecanico, incluidos los sistemas de
almacenamiento y recuperacion de informacién, sin la previa autorizacion por escrito del
IB. Ademas, la licencia vinculada a este producto prohibe el uso de todo archivo o
fragmento seleccionado de este producto. El uso por parte de terceros —lo que incluye,
a titulo enunciativo, editoriales, profesores particulares, servicios de apoyo académico o
ayuda para el estudio, colegios preparatorios, desarrolladores de aplicaciones y
entidades que presten servicios de planificacion curricular u ofrezcan recursos para
docentes mediante plataformas digitales—, ya sea incluido en tasas o no, esta prohibido
y constituye un delito.

En este enlace encontrara mas informacién sobre cémo solicitar una autorizacién por
escrito en forma de licencia: https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/ib-publishing/licensing/
applying-for-a-license/.

International Baccalaureate”
Baccalauréat International
Bachillerato Imtemacional




Diploma Programme
Programme du dipléme

Programa del Diploma

Digital society
Pre-released statement: Sustainable development

For use in May 2026

Instructions to students

* Pre-released statement required for higher level paper 3.

2226-3110
3 pages © International Baccalaureate Organization 2026

International Baccalaureate
Baccalauréat International

Bachillerato Internacional




10

15

20

25

-2- 2226-3110

Managing pollution and waste

This pre-released statement outlines the real-world nature of a challenge and interventions related
to the DP digital society higher level extension. The pre-released statement should be used by
students to plan and conduct extended inquiries in advance of paper 3.

» Challenge topic(s): Sustainable development
* Area(s) for inquiry: Managing pollution and waste

In addition to the information contained in this statement, students should also consider relevant
connections to additional digital society concepts, content, and contexts.

This pre-released statement will extend the concepts and content addressed at standard level.
Teachers are recommended to address a number of scenarios within this context.

About the challenge

Large businesses, government agencies, and other organizations replace their digital devices
(such as desktop computers, laptop computers, and mobile phones [cell phones]) after three to
five years of use. This potentially leads to significant quantities of e-waste, with only about 25 % of
these devices being reused or recycled.

The tendency now is for IT departments to make decisions regarding the end-of-life management
of their digital devices that offer an alternative to contributing to e-waste.

These decisions are also influenced by considerations such as international waste trade laws
(such as the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes
and their Disposal), health and safety regulations, environmental protection regulations, and
public opinion.

There are two choices available for the disposal of digital devices (reuse or recycle), with each one
having advantages and disadvantages.

The United Nations Global E-Waste Monitor 2024 report (https://ewastemonitor.info/the-global-e-
waste-monitor-2024/), particularly chapters 1, 3, 4 and 5 and pages 64—105, provides an overview
of the extent of the problem and the status of the reuse and recycle interventions in the main
regions of the world.
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About the interventions

Intervention 1: Reuse

Reuse involves taking an existing digital device or its components and using them again, either for
the same purpose or a new one.

Businesses and organizations can use a company that collects digital devices at their end of life,
refurbishes them, and donates or sells them for reuse.

Intervention 2: Recycle

Recycling involves breaking down a digital device into its raw materials, such as metals, plastics
and glass, which are then processed and used to create new products.

Businesses and organizations can use a company that collects digital devices at their end of life
and recycles them.

About the stakeholders

These interventions should be considered from the perspectives of different stakeholders. The
stakeholders in this global challenge include:

* Businesses and organizations that use digital devices

» Companies that refurbish digital devices

» Digital device manufacturers

* Recycling companies

* Governments

* Recipients: individuals, families, businesses, charities and organizations

» Less economically developed countries (LEDCs)

Additional terminology

Corporate social responsibility

Data sanitization

End-of-life management for digital devices

International controls on e-waste

Recycling Industry Operating Standard™ (RIOS™) certification
Refurbishment

Responsible Recycling (R2) certification
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